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What is HealthPathways 
Melbourne 

What is HealthPathways Melbourne? 

A website with accurate, relevant best practice information on the 
assessment and management of common clinical conditions, 
including referral guidance.  

Evidence-based where possible & relevant.  

Continual feedback and 2 yearly reviews of every pathway  

How is the information collated?  

• Pathways: Written by GP Clinical Editors 

• Assessment and management sections: Developed by GPs, 
hospital specialists and other Subject Matter Experts 
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Health Pathways nationally 
 Around 20 Australian sites – all independent, with website 

management by Streamliners NZ. 

 Content developed locally can be utilised elsewhere 
“Pathway sharing” 

 5 out of 6 Victorian Primary Health Networks have adopted 
Health Pathways 
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Health Pathways aims to: 

• Enhance clinical knowledge and promote best practice care. 

• Build collaboration and reduce fragmentation across the health 
service network. 

• Reduce the number of patients referred to specialist care who 
could be managed in a primary/community care setting. 

• Provide relevant localised clinical information required during a 
patient consultation in standardised format 

 

HealthPathways brings together GPs, specialists, nurses 
and allied health professionals 

↓ 

The right care, in the right place at the right time 
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HealthPathways Melbourne Status update 

At 8 June 2016: 

 

• 332 pathways completed 

• 412 health professionals involved in 
pathway development 

• 192,203 page views since launch 2yrs ago.  

 

 

 

 



Health Pathways Melbourne 
and MTOP 

 Support for GPs providing TOP advice and management.  

 Termination of Pregnancy pathway development completed 
in November 2015. 

 Evaluation? 
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EBMC GP colleagues’ comments 
 Overall small numbers of requests for TOP (approx 6/year across the whole practice) 

so unlikely to have enough experience to feel competent.  

 Not keen to see new patients specifically seeking MTOP – prefer to manage patients 
in the context of ongoing GP care 

 Bad prior experience – one GP reported 2 patients with complications – incomplete 
ab, lot of pain 

 Belief that patients “just want an anaesthetic then it’s over” 

 How would follow-up be managed in a group practice with mostly part-time 
practitioners? 

 Would the remuneration be adequate for time and effort required? 

 Overall a big challenge for GPs 
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How can I use HealthPathways 
Melbourne? 


