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National and Statewide Data Series  
Women in the justice system 
These key Australian and Victorian datasets and reports may be useful where local government 
level data is not available in the Women’s Health Atlas, or where broader context is needed.  
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Overview: women in the justice system 

• Women in the Victorian prison system 
Corrections Victoria, 2019 

• Profile of women in prison: 2009-10 to 2019-20 [Infographic] 
Corrections Victoria, 2021 

• Characteristics and offending of women in prison in Victoria 2012 to 2019 [Word download] 
Crime Statistics Agency, 2019 

https://www.corrections.vic.gov.au/women-in-the-victorian-prison-system
https://files.corrections.vic.gov.au/2021-11/CV%20Prison%20Women%202021%20Nov%20update.pdf
https://files.crimestatistics.vic.gov.au/2021-07/Crime%20Statistics%20Agency%20Characteristics%20and%20offending%20of%20women%20in%20prison%20in%20Victoria%202012%202018_0.docx
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• The health and welfare of women in Australia’s prisons 
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, 2020 (Reference period: 2018) 

• Hear her voice: Report Two: Women and girls’ experiences across the criminal justice system 
Women’s Safety and Justice Taskforce (Queensland), 2022 

• Older Australians: Health: selected conditions 
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, 2021 

 
Victorian prisons and community corrections data 

• Annual prisons statistical profile: 2012-13 to 2021-22 
Corrections Victoria, 2023 

• Annual community correctional services statistical profile; 2012 to 2022 
Corrections Victoria, 2023 

• Monthly time series prison and community corrections data 
Corrections Victoria, 2023 

Monthly data available from July 1998 

• Monthly prison and community corrections snapshots 
Corrections Victoria, 2023 

Annual data available from 2014-15 

 

Justice system policy and reform 

• Strengthening connections: women’s policy for the Victorian corrections system 
Corrections Victoria, 2017 

• Youth Justice Strategic Plan 2020-2030: delivering a gender-responsive system for girls and 
young women 
Victoria. Department of Justice and Community Safety, 2020 

• Inquiry Into Victoria's Criminal Justice System 
Parliament of Victoria, 2022 

- Addressing overrepresentation: 4.2 Women (p. 141) 
- Prison conditions: 11.4.7 Impact of prison on women and their children (p. 611) 

• Improving the response of the justice system to sexual offences 
Victorian Law Reform Commission, 2021 

• Leaving custody behind: a fact sheet on drivers and alternatives to women’s incarceration  
RMIT University. Centre for Innovative Justice, 2021 

• Leaving custody behind: foundations for safer communities and gender-informed criminal 
justice systems  
RMIT University. Centre for Innovative Justice, 2021 

• ‘It’s a gendered issue, 100 per cent’: how tough bail laws entrench gender and racial inequality 
and social disadvantage 
International Journal for Crime, Justice and Social Democracy, 2022 

https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/32d3a8dc-eb84-4a3b-90dc-79a1aba0efc6/aihw-phe-281.pdf.aspx
https://www.womenstaskforce.qld.gov.au/publications
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/older-people/older-australia-at-a-glance/contents/health-functioning/health-disability-status
https://www.corrections.vic.gov.au/annual-prisons-statistical-profile
https://www.corrections.vic.gov.au/annual-community-correctional-services-statistical-profile
https://www.corrections.vic.gov.au/monthly-time-series-prison-and-community-corrections-data
https://www.corrections.vic.gov.au/monthly-prison-and-community-corrections-snapshots
https://www.corrections.vic.gov.au/strengthening-connections-womens-policy-for-the-victorian-corrections-system
https://www.justice.vic.gov.au/youth-justice-strategic-plan-2020-2030-delivering-a-gender-responsive-system-for-girls-and-young
https://www.justice.vic.gov.au/youth-justice-strategic-plan-2020-2030-delivering-a-gender-responsive-system-for-girls-and-young
https://www.corrections.vic.gov.au/annual-offender-statistical-profile-2010-to-2020
https://new.parliament.vic.gov.au/492a4a/contentassets/6961bccea1ac41dd812811ab0312170d/lclsic-59-10-vic-criminal-justice-system.pdf#page=209
https://new.parliament.vic.gov.au/492a4a/contentassets/6961bccea1ac41dd812811ab0312170d/lclsic-59-10-vic-criminal-justice-system.pdf#page=691
https://www.lawreform.vic.gov.au/project/improving-the-response-of-the-justice-system-to-sexual-offences/
https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2021-07/apo-nid313223_0.pdf
https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2021-07/apo-nid313223.pdf
https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2021-07/apo-nid313223.pdf
https://www.crimejusticejournal.com/article/view/1882/1151
https://www.crimejusticejournal.com/article/view/1882/1151
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Sexual and reproductive health: women in the justice system 

• The health of Australia’s prisoners 2018 
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, 2019 

- 8. Women in prison (p. 72) 
- 5. Communicable diseases (p. 49) 
- 13.4 Risky sexual behaviour (p. 109) 

• The needs and experiences of mothers while in prison and post-release: a rapid review and 
thematic synthesis 
BMC Health and Justice, 2021 

 

Violence against women: women in the justice system 

• Rethinking female incarceration: road to prison paved with domestic abuse 
Lens (Monash University), 2021 

• Women’s imprisonment and domestic, family and sexual violence: research synthesis 
Australia’s National Research Organisation for Women’s Safety (ANROWS), 2020 

• Inquiry Into Victoria's Criminal Justice System 
Parliament of Victoria, 2022 

Policing: 5.5 Police responses to family violence (p. 228) 
- Supporting victims: 8 Supporting victims of crime (p. 373) 
- Specialist courts: 10.3.4 Specialist Family Violence Court (p. 529) 

• Gendered injustice: the policing and criminalisation of victim-survivors of domestic and family 
violence 
Fitzroy Legal Service, 2022 

• “Chuck her on a lie detector”: Investigating Australians’ mistrust in women’s reports of sexual 
assault 
ANROWS, 2021 

• Improving the response of the justice system to sexual offences 
Victorian Law Reform Commission, 2021 

• The health of Australia’s prisoners 2018 
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, 2019 

13.3 Physical and sexual assault (p. 108) 

• Family Violence Data Portal 
Crime Statistics Agency, 2023 

• Respect Victoria Prevention of Family Violence Data Portal 
Crime Statistics Agency, 2022 

 
  

https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/2e92f007-453d-48a1-9c6b-4c9531cf0371/aihw-phe-246.pdf.aspx
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/2e92f007-453d-48a1-9c6b-4c9531cf0371/aihw-phe-246.pdf.aspx#page=82
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/2e92f007-453d-48a1-9c6b-4c9531cf0371/aihw-phe-246.pdf.aspx#page=59
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/2e92f007-453d-48a1-9c6b-4c9531cf0371/aihw-phe-246.pdf.aspx#page=119
https://healthandjusticejournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40352-021-00153-7
https://healthandjusticejournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40352-021-00153-7
https://lens.monash.edu/@politics-society/2021/07/30/1383557/rethinking-female-incarceration-road-to-prison-paved-with-domestic-abuse
https://www.anrows.org.au/publication/womens-imprisonment-and-domestic-family-and-sexual-violence/
https://www.corrections.vic.gov.au/annual-offender-statistical-profile-2010-to-2020
https://new.parliament.vic.gov.au/492a4a/contentassets/6961bccea1ac41dd812811ab0312170d/lclsic-59-10-vic-criminal-justice-system.pdf#page=296
https://new.parliament.vic.gov.au/492a4a/contentassets/6961bccea1ac41dd812811ab0312170d/lclsic-59-10-vic-criminal-justice-system.pdf#page=441
https://new.parliament.vic.gov.au/492a4a/contentassets/6961bccea1ac41dd812811ab0312170d/lclsic-59-10-vic-criminal-justice-system.pdf#page=609
https://fls.org.au/app/uploads/2022/06/Gendered_injustice_report_printready-1.pdf
https://fls.org.au/app/uploads/2022/06/Gendered_injustice_report_printready-1.pdf
https://www.anrows.org.au/publication/chuck-her-on-a-lie-detector-investigating-australians-mistrust-in-womens-reports-of-sexual-assault/read/
https://www.anrows.org.au/publication/chuck-her-on-a-lie-detector-investigating-australians-mistrust-in-womens-reports-of-sexual-assault/read/
https://www.lawreform.vic.gov.au/project/improving-the-response-of-the-justice-system-to-sexual-offences/
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/2e92f007-453d-48a1-9c6b-4c9531cf0371/aihw-phe-246.pdf.aspx
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/2e92f007-453d-48a1-9c6b-4c9531cf0371/aihw-phe-246.pdf.aspx#page=118
https://www.crimestatistics.vic.gov.au/family-violence-data-portal
https://files.crimestatistics.vic.gov.au/Prevention-of-Family-Violence-Data-Platform.html
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Mental health: women in the justice system 

• Submission to the Inquiry into Victoria’s Criminal Justice System 
Law and Advocacy Centre for Women, 2021 

o Intersections between mental health responses and women’s criminalisation 

• Inquiry Into Victoria's Criminal Justice System: Volume 1 
Parliament of Victoria, 2022 

o Policing: 5.3.1 People experiencing mental health crises (p. 198) 
- 7.7 Secondary trauma or revictimisation through justice processes (p. 362) 

• The health of Australia’s prisoners 2018 
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, 2019 

- 3. Mental health (p. 27) 
- 4. Self-harm (p. 43) 

• Changing direction: mental health needs of justice-involved young people in Australia report 
Kirby Institute, 2020 

 

Healthy living: women in the justice system 

• The health of Australia’s prisoners 2018 
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, 2019 

- 7. Activity and health changes (p. 62) 
- 10. Tobacco smoking (p. 85) 
- 11. Illicit drug use (p. 92) 
- 12. Alcohol consumption (p. 101) 

 

Chronic disease: women in the justice system 

• The health of Australia’s prisoners 2018 
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, 2019 

- 6. Chronic conditions (p. 57) 

 

Socioeconomics: women in the justice system 

• The health of Australia’s prisoners 2018 
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, 2019 

- 2. Socioeconomic factors (p. 13) 

• Double jeopardy: the economic and social costs of keeping women behind bars 
CEDA, 2022 

 

  

https://lacw.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/LACW-Submission-Justice-System-Inquiry-Sept-2021.pdf
https://www.corrections.vic.gov.au/annual-offender-statistical-profile-2010-to-2020
https://new.parliament.vic.gov.au/492a4a/contentassets/6961bccea1ac41dd812811ab0312170d/lclsic-59-10-vic-criminal-justice-system.pdf#page=266
https://new.parliament.vic.gov.au/492a4a/contentassets/6961bccea1ac41dd812811ab0312170d/lclsic-59-10-vic-criminal-justice-system.pdf#page=430
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/2e92f007-453d-48a1-9c6b-4c9531cf0371/aihw-phe-246.pdf.aspx
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/2e92f007-453d-48a1-9c6b-4c9531cf0371/aihw-phe-246.pdf.aspx#page=37
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/2e92f007-453d-48a1-9c6b-4c9531cf0371/aihw-phe-246.pdf.aspx#page=53
https://kirby.unsw.edu.au/report/changing-direction-mental-health-needs-justice-involved-young-people-australia
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/2e92f007-453d-48a1-9c6b-4c9531cf0371/aihw-phe-246.pdf.aspx
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/2e92f007-453d-48a1-9c6b-4c9531cf0371/aihw-phe-246.pdf.aspx#page=72
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/2e92f007-453d-48a1-9c6b-4c9531cf0371/aihw-phe-246.pdf.aspx#page=95
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/2e92f007-453d-48a1-9c6b-4c9531cf0371/aihw-phe-246.pdf.aspx#page=102
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/2e92f007-453d-48a1-9c6b-4c9531cf0371/aihw-phe-246.pdf.aspx#page=111
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/2e92f007-453d-48a1-9c6b-4c9531cf0371/aihw-phe-246.pdf.aspx
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/2e92f007-453d-48a1-9c6b-4c9531cf0371/aihw-phe-246.pdf.aspx#page=67
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/2e92f007-453d-48a1-9c6b-4c9531cf0371/aihw-phe-246.pdf.aspx
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/2e92f007-453d-48a1-9c6b-4c9531cf0371/aihw-phe-246.pdf.aspx#page=23
https://www.ceda.com.au/ResearchAndPolicies/Research/Institutions/Double-jeopardy-The-economic-and-social-costs-of-k
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women in the justice system 

• Profile of Aboriginal people in prison 
Corrections Victoria, 2021 (Reference period: 2009/10 to 2019/20) 

• Victorian Government Aboriginal Affairs Report: 2021 VGAAR data tables - Domain 5: Justice 
and Safety 
Victoria. Department of Premier and Cabinet. First Peoples – State Relations 

- 15.2.1: Female alleged offenders processed by police 
- 15.2.2: Aboriginal women under corrections supervision 
- 15.2.3: Proportion of women who return to prison 
- 15.2.4: Proportion of women in prison on remand 

• Inquiry Into Victoria's Criminal Justice System 
Parliament of Victoria, 2022 

- Addressing overrepresentation: 4.3 Aboriginal Victorians (p. 151) 
- Experiences of victims: 7.2 Aboriginal Victorians (p. 333) 
- Victim services: 8.4.2 Culturally safe practices in victim services (p. 414) 
- Specialist courts: 10.3.2 Koori Court (p. 519) 
- Prison conditions: 11.4.5 Physical and cultural safety of Aboriginal Victorians (p. 599) 

• Aboriginal mothers in prison in Australia: a study of social, emotional and physical wellbeing 
Australian and New Zealand Journal of Public Health, 2019 

 

LGBTIQ+ people in the justice system 

• Inquiry Into Victoria's Criminal Justice System 
Parliament of Victoria, 2022 

- Experiences of victims: 7.5 LGBTIQ+ community (p. 351) 

• Criminalising gender diversity: trans and gender diverse people’s experiences with the Victorian 
criminal legal system 
International Journal for Crime, Justice and Social Democracy, 2022 

 

Migrant and refugee women in the justice system 

• Inquiry Into Victoria's Criminal Justice System 
Parliament of Victoria, 2022 

- Addressing overrepresentation:  
   4.4 Culturally and linguistically diverse communities (p. 171) 
- Experiences of victims: 7.3 Culturally and linguistically diverse communities (p. 339) 

• Culturally and linguistically diverse women in Victorian prisons 
Centre for the Human Rights of Imprisoned People, 2010 

 

  

https://files.corrections.vic.gov.au/2021-07/CV%20Prison%20Aboriginal%20Persons%202021%20Jul%20update.pdf
https://www.firstpeoplesrelations.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-09/2021-VGAAR-Data-Tables-Domain-5-Justice-%26-Safety_0.xlsx
https://www.firstpeoplesrelations.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-09/2021-VGAAR-Data-Tables-Domain-5-Justice-%26-Safety_0.xlsx
https://www.corrections.vic.gov.au/annual-offender-statistical-profile-2010-to-2020
https://new.parliament.vic.gov.au/492a4a/contentassets/6961bccea1ac41dd812811ab0312170d/lclsic-59-10-vic-criminal-justice-system.pdf#page=219
https://new.parliament.vic.gov.au/492a4a/contentassets/6961bccea1ac41dd812811ab0312170d/lclsic-59-10-vic-criminal-justice-system.pdf#page=401
https://new.parliament.vic.gov.au/492a4a/contentassets/6961bccea1ac41dd812811ab0312170d/lclsic-59-10-vic-criminal-justice-system.pdf#page=482
https://new.parliament.vic.gov.au/492a4a/contentassets/6961bccea1ac41dd812811ab0312170d/lclsic-59-10-vic-criminal-justice-system.pdf#page=599
https://new.parliament.vic.gov.au/492a4a/contentassets/6961bccea1ac41dd812811ab0312170d/lclsic-59-10-vic-criminal-justice-system.pdf#page=679
https://www.womensjusticenetwork.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Aboriginal-mothers-in-prison-in-Australia-a-study-of-social-emotional-and-physical-wellbeing.pdf
https://www.corrections.vic.gov.au/annual-offender-statistical-profile-2010-to-2020
https://new.parliament.vic.gov.au/492a4a/contentassets/6961bccea1ac41dd812811ab0312170d/lclsic-59-10-vic-criminal-justice-system.pdf#page=419
https://www.crimejusticejournal.com/article/view/2225
https://www.crimejusticejournal.com/article/view/2225
https://www.corrections.vic.gov.au/annual-offender-statistical-profile-2010-to-2020
https://new.parliament.vic.gov.au/492a4a/contentassets/6961bccea1ac41dd812811ab0312170d/lclsic-59-10-vic-criminal-justice-system.pdf#page=239
https://new.parliament.vic.gov.au/492a4a/contentassets/6961bccea1ac41dd812811ab0312170d/lclsic-59-10-vic-criminal-justice-system.pdf#page=407
https://apo.org.au/node/22959


  

  

  

Women in the justice system 
National and Statewide Data Series 

Reviewed: 26 June 2023 
Page 6 of 6 

 

 

 

Women with disabilities in the justice system 

• Inquiry Into Victoria's Criminal Justice System: Volume 1 
Parliament of Victoria, 2022 

- Policing: 5.3.3 People with cognitive disability (p. 205) 
- Experiences of victims 7.4 People with disability (p. 344) 
- Prison conditions: 11.4.4: Support for people with disability (p. 594) 

• Criminal justice system 
Royal Commission into Violence, Abuse, Neglect and Exploitation of People with Disability 
- Issues paper, 2020 

- Overview of responses to Issues paper, 2021 

• The health of Australia’s prisoners 2018 
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, 2019 

- 9. Disability (p. 77) 

 
Young women and girls in the justice system 

• Youth Justice Strategic Plan 2020-2030: delivering a gender-responsive system for girls and 
young women 
Victoria. Department of Justice and Community Safety, 2020 

• Inquiry Into Victoria's Criminal Justice System 
Parliament of Victoria, 2022 

- 3.3 Children and young people in the criminal justice system (p. 96) 

• Changing direction: mental health needs of justice-involved young people in Australia report 
Kirby Institute, 2020 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Feedback and suggestions 

We welcome feedback and/or suggestions for key Australian and Victorian datasets to consider 
including in this resource. Please send an email to: atlas@whv.org.au  

 

Women’s Health Victoria 
acknowledges the support  
of the Victorian Government 

https://www.corrections.vic.gov.au/annual-offender-statistical-profile-2010-to-2020
https://new.parliament.vic.gov.au/492a4a/contentassets/6961bccea1ac41dd812811ab0312170d/lclsic-59-10-vic-criminal-justice-system.pdf#page=273
https://new.parliament.vic.gov.au/492a4a/contentassets/6961bccea1ac41dd812811ab0312170d/lclsic-59-10-vic-criminal-justice-system.pdf#page=412
https://new.parliament.vic.gov.au/492a4a/contentassets/6961bccea1ac41dd812811ab0312170d/lclsic-59-10-vic-criminal-justice-system.pdf#page=674
https://disability.royalcommission.gov.au/publications/criminal-justice-system
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/2e92f007-453d-48a1-9c6b-4c9531cf0371/aihw-phe-246.pdf.aspx
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/2e92f007-453d-48a1-9c6b-4c9531cf0371/aihw-phe-246.pdf.aspx#page=87
https://www.justice.vic.gov.au/youth-justice-strategic-plan-2020-2030-delivering-a-gender-responsive-system-for-girls-and-young
https://www.justice.vic.gov.au/youth-justice-strategic-plan-2020-2030-delivering-a-gender-responsive-system-for-girls-and-young
https://www.corrections.vic.gov.au/annual-offender-statistical-profile-2010-to-2020
https://new.parliament.vic.gov.au/492a4a/contentassets/6961bccea1ac41dd812811ab0312170d/lclsic-59-10-vic-criminal-justice-system.pdf#page=164
https://kirby.unsw.edu.au/report/changing-direction-mental-health-needs-justice-involved-young-people-australia
mailto:atlas@whv.org.au
https://www.health.vic.gov.au/populations/improving-womens-health

